
 

 

Study for your JD in Melbourne at one  
of the world’s top 20 Law Schools*
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Realize your legal career at Australia’s most international university
Monash University’s Law Faculty is one of Australia’s most prestigious, progressive and dynamic law 
schools, providing legal education and training to over 3,000 undergraduate and postgraduate students 
each year. Acquiring a Monash law qualification as a Canadian is a first class career move. From your 
very first day on our campus you will be exposed to the highest quality of legal instruction, delivered by 
leading academics who are experts in the teaching and practice of law both locally and overseas. Monash 
University has a unique international profile which spans four continents and provides outstanding tertiary 
education to 60,000 students across the world. By studying at Monash you will gain not only a valuable 
international experience but exposure to broad-based professional opportunities which will widen your 
employment prospects wherever you choose to practise. 
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What legal courses should I 
consider as a Canadian student?
In Australia, law is traditionally taken as a first 
degree and ‘LLB’ is the designation for that 
qualification. However Monash also offers a 
Master of Laws (Juris Doctor) which is for graduate 
entrants and gives non-law graduates academic 
qualifications to study law. Canadians who 
possess a first degree generally enrol for the Juris 
Doctor. The JD is predominantly delivered in our 
stunning new Chambers premises located in the 
heart of the legal precinct in downtown Melbourne.

What is the Monash JD?
The Monash Juris Doctor comprises 24 units 
taught in small, seminar-style classes over three 
semesters each year. The JD is three years 
in duration for full-time students but can be 
accelerated and completed in just two and a  
half years by high achieving full-time students.

If I complete an Australian law 
degree, can I practise law in 
Canada?
Australia and Canada are both Commonwealth 
nations and therefore share a legal system based 
on English common law. Within each country 
the legal practices and methodologies are similar 
and compatible and Canadian graduates from an 
Australian law school are able to practise law in 
all provinces in Canada except Quebec. Prior to 
entering the legal profession in Canada, however, 
you must apply to the National Committee on 
Accreditation (NCA) for an evaluation of your legal 
credentials and experience for the purposes of 
seeking admission eligibility. Please see your local 
agent for advice and assistance in this regard.

What is required for entry into 
the Monash JD?
To be eligible for admission you will need to hold 
a recognised undergraduate degree or equivalent 
qualification with minimum academic averages 
of between 65 and 70% or GPA equivalent. Your 
application must include certified copies of your 
original academic transcripts, a current resume 
and a completed Monash JD response form.  
Although selection is made primarily on academic 
merit, consideration may also be given to personal 
and professional achievements, communication 
skills, your level of commitment and a previously 
acquired Masters degree.

Are LSAT scores required?
No!  The entry requirement for Monash law 
programs does not require the provision of an 
LSAT result.

When are JD applications due?
There are three intakes per year: January, May and 
August. Applications must be submitted no later 
than 12 weeks prior to the semester start date.

How long does the application 
process take and when will I be 
notified?
As every student’s circumstances is unique 
and each submission different, applications are 
thoroughly assessed before a formal decision and 
an offer is made. The usual application process 
takes between 4 and 6 weeks and you will be 
notified of the outcome via email.

Can I stay in Australia when 
I’ve graduated and practise law 
there?
To be admitted to the Australian legal profession 
you will need to complete a six-month Practical 
Legal Training program and also obtain an 
appropriate visa. The Australian immigration 
system operates on a ‘points’ system to obtain a 
working visa. Some points are awarded for having 
an Australian degree but additional points will be 
required. Please contact the Australian Department 
of Immigration, the Australian Consulate in Canada 
or seek further information from your agent.

Monash University 
Law Chambers
Due to considerable growth in our 
postgraduate law programs, the Monash 
University Law Chambers moved to 
specially-designed new premises in central 
Melbourne in June 2011. The new facility 
is a contemporary and sophisticated 
building which has been renovated to 
our exacting standards to optimize the 
teaching and learning experiences for 
both staff and students. Designed with the 
young and smart generation in mind, the 
new amenities include eight fully-equipped 
seminar rooms, a library node, wireless 
facilities, a multi-purpose lounge, a modern 
student kitchen, a function centre for up 
to 200 people and a number of individual 
and group learning spaces, conducive to 
creative and independent learning.

Danae Benjamin  
Master of Laws (Juris Doctor)

“�I have a BScH and MSc from Queen’s 
University, Canada in Life Science and 
Pharmacology. My interest is in Intellectual 
Property, so combining my science 
background with a law degree was an 
opportunity to problem solve outside  
the lab environment.

	� I chose Monash because of it’s reputation 
and the flexibility of having trimesters 
instead of semesters, allowing me 
to complete my degree quicker and 
commence my career as a legal  
practitioner sooner.”

www.law.monash.edu.au

Contact

International Students
Monash University
International Recruitment Services
871 Dandenong Road
Caulfield East, Victoria 3145
Australia

Australia Freecall number: 1800 181 838
Phone: +61 3 9627 4852 (outside Australia)
Fax: +61 3 9903 4778

Email: study@monash.edu
Web: www.monash.edu/study/international

More information and helpful links:
Monash University: www.monash.edu
Monash University Faculty of Law: www.law.monash.edu
Monash University JD: www.monash.edu/study/coursefinder/course/3387
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